
School Pantries Flourish
Summer Brings a Cha[Lenge
"\/ccc=tahlc-c)" "Pl*fse." "The[€'s Leltuce and bread r-lp ahead." "Thank yol;."' " t f  *

AncJ s* lhe coi lv#rsnti*n gces, r€peatedLy, with parents driving thrcugh
the nrcnthty schc*l pantry in the parking Lat *f  Prince Flenrentary
Sch*cl.  VcLunleers give out i ten-:s from peanut butter ta pe sta tc fresh
veg#tf ibi"es" School panlr ies f ire f i  pcpuLcr way fcr busy parents ta get
f*oC when they drc:p aff rhe ir  chi ldre n at schocl.

But ns the sch*olycar *nds, the rhythm *f  the schcol  pantry is about
tc be interrupt*d.  Of the 33 schocl  pantr ies who partner *r i th the
Conrmunity Fa*d Bank, ab*ut one third wi l l  s tay open dur ing the
surnmer. SevcraL schn*l ci istr icts wilL *ffer free breakfast and i"unch
nt their  cafeter ias dur ina certain haurs.

Y

And, because cf  ycur support ,  lhe Ccmmunity FooC Bank wiLL again
make summer breakfasts,  sne cks,  and weekend packs avaiLable at
s#v€raL publ ic Librar ies onC some cCImmunity cenlers.

*-w
Summer is the most vutnerabte time for famities facing

food insecurity as they rety heavity on free school meals to
keep their kids fed during the school. day. We are working hard

to heLp famities get food when they need it.
Community support makes these options possibl.e.

Linda Kraemer,  Fomily Heotth ond Advococy Monoger



What's the Buzi?
Research Finds Rich Diversity of
Bees at Las Mil.pitas Community Farm
Wiih your support ,  the Community FooC Bank hos
cperaled Las Mi lp i tas Community Farm for the Last 1Z
years.  The six acres of  Land along the Santa Cruz River
oifers free gerden plots for people tc Learn to grow
lheiT CIwn frui ts and vegetabLes.

New resedrch f inds the farm is also home to a r ich var ietv
of  resident beesl  " l l 's  fantast ic,"  says UA graduate and
researcher Te nner Bland. "We've found ten di f ferent
species we haven't founcl anywhere else""

The last  f ive years of  research have cont inuaLLy fcund
new bee species ai  the farTn, even rare nat ive bees.

What brings them to the farm? The study credits
suslainable organic farming, responsibly managed Land
wi lh e high densi ty af  nat ive ple nts,  f ind the farm's
proximity to the Santa Cruz River Park.

BLanC wiLL cont inue resedrching as part  of  the Tucson
Bee CcLLaborat ive,  happy to have what he cal ls a "unique
piece of  habi tat"  to study urban pol l inators.  The work
is funded by the Universi ty of  Ar izona, Pima Community
Col lege, the Ar izona-Sonora Desert  Museum, and grants
from the United States GeoLogicaL Survey.

Visit Los Mil.pitas Community Form at 2405 S Cottonwood Lane
for a Saturdoy morning workday from 8am - naon.
Em o i I G ro ce o t g so ove d ro @ co m m u n ityfo o d b o n k.o rg i f i nte re ste d.
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